





Red Phalarope
Lake Arthur, Butler County
January 1, 1999

I had the benefit of seeing the bird in good 1light using Dave
Darney's 100mm Celestron scope. With the extra magnification, both
Debby Yovanovich and I were able to see yellow at the base of the
bill. The other ID marks were evident through my Nikon FieldScope
ITI-ED, but the bill color was only visible with the larger scope.

I based my determination on the lack of striping on the back, the
black eye stripe, the black on the head being well back on the
neck, the relatively short and stubbier bill as well as the yellow
on the bill.

I had just recently seen many Red Phalaropes as well as Wilson's at
Mono Lake in September.

Dave Rieger
Pittsburgh
ikoikoe@gateway.net
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Red Phalarope (Phalaropus fulicaris)
Moraine State Park, Butler County
January 1, 1999

by Mike Fialkovich

I received a call from Joyce Hoffmann alerting me to the presence of a Red Phalarope at
Moraine State Park, Bulter County on January 1, 1999. I drove up to see the bird and
found it in an area of open water in the company of Ruddy Ducks. Several other
observers were present and we studied the bird together.

Description:

Small bird, looking like a tiny gull sitting on the water. The nearby Ruddy Ducks
looked very large in comparison.

When I first saw the bird I knew it was a phalarope by the basic gray and white color,
small size, black eye patches, and the observation that it was swimming. No other
members of any other shorebird group would be swimming away from shore.

Back and wings pearly gray, lacking any striping, mottling, or other markings. The
primaries were blackish.

In flight, the black primaries showed well along with a white wing stripe.
The tail was black (visible when the bird flew).

Head and neck: head and front of neck pure white; a black patch covered each eye.
Crown and forehead white. Rear of neck, blackish--the black ran up from the base of
the neck (where it meets the back) and ended at the nape. The hindneck color was
darker than that of the back and wings. The neck appeared short and thick.

Breast, foreneck, and sides, white.

The bill was black. At the distance I viewed the bird, detail on the shape of the bill
could not be determined, however it struck me as a short, blunt bill, not long like a
Wilson’s Phalarope.

The bird was observed swimming, flying, bathing, and preening. While preening, the
detail on the head and neck could be seen as the bird tilted its head down to reach its
breast feathers. It was not observed employing the familiar feeding behavior of
spinning rapidly in the water.
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Red Phalarope description

Comparison with Other Phalaropes

Red Phalaropes are expected to be seen as migrants in Pennsylvania in late autumn,
usually late October to mid-November. This bird could be a straggler from the fall
migration. Wilson’s Phalarope (Phalaropus tricolor) and Red-necked Phalarope
(Phalaropus lobatus) are expected during August as migrants in Pennsylvania.

Wilson’s Phalarope has a much longer, thinner bill compared to this bird. Wilson’s also
lacks the white wing stripe the red and red-necked show in flight. Wilson’s in all ages
lack a black patch over the eyes, rather having a light gray patch which is much less
obvious compared to Red and Red-necked. This bird had the obvious black patches over
the eyes, and a white wing stripe.

Red-necked Phalarope has a similar pattern to the red. The red-necked shows more
extensive black on the crown compared to the red, and the black can extend onto the
forehead. This bird had a white crown and forehead, the black being confined to the
nape. Red-necked Phalaropes in juvenile plumage show bufty streaks on the back, and
winter adults show some light streaking on the back. This bird was plain gray on the
back. Red-necked Phalaropes tend to show a long, thin neck. This bird’s neck was short
and thick.

Unfortunately, the bird was too distant to photograph.

Mike Fialkovich

805 Beulah Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15235
(412) 731 - 3581
mpfial@sgi.net



Record No.: 331-02-1998

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

Voting Tabulation - Round One

Species: Red Phalarope (Phalaropus fulicaria)

Date of Sighting: 31 December 1998 to 1 January 1999

Location: MORAINE STATE PARK

County: BUTLER

Observer(s): Debbie Yavonovich, Dave Rieger, Mike Fialkovich, Joyce Hoffman

Date of Submission: 1999
Submitted by: Debbie Yavonovich, Dave Rieger, Mike Fialkovich
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